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This year, when everyone’s lives have been affected by the global pandemic, and the 
world’s social injustices have gained visibility and touched wider communities, the 
healing power of music and art is needed more than ever. At Opera for Peace, we 
aspire to a culture which is both local and global. It must belong to and be inclusive of 
all those within its community. At the same time, it must embrace a diverse but 
connected world. Current circumstances force us to reflect on opera’s place in society 
and to ask when and how live performances will resume. In this context, Opera for 
Peace continues to embark on efforts that guide, support, and provide opportunities to 
artists from all backgrounds, during this time and into the future. 

World Opera Day  

Opera for Peace is delighted to collaborate with Opera Europa, Opera America, 
Ópera Latinoamérica, and OperaVision on the 2020 edition of World Opera Day, with a 
special message of support from UNESCO. This annual event, celebrated on October 
25, will be commemorated this year with a free Celebration Concert to be streamed on 
OperaVision, featuring performances from acclaimed artists around the world, 
including Opera for Peace Advisors, Ambassadors, Emerging Artists, and Global 
Connections Artists. The event, presented with this innovative format in response to 
the global pandemic and in celebration of the vibrant diversity of the performing arts, 
will also include messages shared by other luminaries from the music world and 
beyond.  

http://www.operaforpeace.org


Venues will be located in the following countries, representing opera’s extraordinary 
past and exciting future: Italy, Brazil, France, China, Jordan, the United States of 
America, Chile, Germany, Russia, Spain, México, Canada, Thailand, South Africa, the 
United Kingdom, and Colombia.  

For additional broadcast details, visit www.worldoperaday.com 

Network Expansion 

Opera for Peace aims to include and represent every part of the performing arts 
industry and is excited to announce the addition of stage directors to its network. 
These professionals are at the summit of their careers, and are committed to our values 
and to making a positive impact: Dmitry Tcherniakov joins us as an Advisor and 
Damiano Michieletto joins us as an Ambassador.  

“I am proud to be named Advisor for Opera for Peace alongside many wonderful 
colleagues and institutions. I believe this new movement will play an important role in 
developing our art-form and our society as a whole, giving opportunities to diverse 
young artists from all countries in the world. I look forward to guiding these talents 
which in turn will inspire my own creativity.” - Dmitry Tcherniakov 

“I am happy to be part of a great artistic and human project and to contribute to its 
sharing of ideas and development of talent. Theatre and music unite us all, going 
beyond national and political lines and barriers. It’s good to be able to pass on my 
experience!” - Damiano Michieletto  

We are also delighted to welcome two stage directors as Emerging Artists: Xolane 
Marman, South Africa and Aria Umezawa, Canada.  

Internationally acclaimed soprano Angel Blue joins us as an Ambassador, and we are 
incredibly honored to welcome the legendary mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves as an 
Advisor.  

http://www.worldoperaday.com


“Community is a fundamental aspect of the experience of music, it can unite people 
and form bonds that might not exist otherwise. It connects us culturally and promotes 
diversity and growth as well as encourages creative thinking, discipline and problem 
solving. I am proud to join forces with Opera for Peace and its mission to promote 
cultural understanding and to confront social issues across the globe, understanding 
that we are more alike than unalike.” - Denyce Graves 

Future plans include additional artistic positions and areas of expertise.  

International Sacred Music Festival in Bogotà, Colombia  

For the ninth consecutive year the International Sacred Music Festival in Bogotá 
(Festival Internacional de Música Sacra de Bogotá), unique in the South American 
continent, is held over four weeks in emblematic stages of the city as well as 
unconventional spaces with local, national and foreign artists: soloists, choirs, 
ensembles and orchestras. Taking into account the current health crisis, the 2020 
edition will be held virtually and on television. Internationally acclaimed soprano and 
Opera for Peace Advisor Sumi Jo will be featured alongside two Opera for Peace 
Emerging Artists: baritone Chuma Sijeqa (South Africa) and mezzo-soprano Victoria 
Karkacheva (Russia). Opera for Peace broadcasts on Canal Capital Colombia: Sep 25 / 
Oct 4 in preparation for the 10th Anniversary live concert: September 2021. 
(festivalmusicasacra.com)  

Opera for Peace and IDAGIO 

Opera for Peace has signed an important collaboration agreement with IDAGIO, the 
world’s leading classical music streaming platform. We have since launched a series of 
Opera for Peace “Connections” conversations via IDAGIO Live, highlighting influential 
artists and the most prominent topics facing the performing arts world today. Long-
term development plans in progress.   

http://www.festivalmusicasacra.com/
http://www.idagio.com
http://www.idagio.com/live


“Opera for Peace reflects in an impressive way what is needed to bring the arts to the 
next level. Connecting audiences and artists directly via an online home for classical 
music is the core of the IDAGIO mission and we are very much looking forward to 
exploring this jointly with the passionate Opera for Peace team." - Till Janczukowicz, 
Founder & CEO of IDAGIO 

On Wednesday, September 23 at 1pm ET/ 7pm CET two Opera for Peace 
Ambassadors - tenor Brian Jagde and soprano Joyce El-Khoury - will connect via Live 
Chat to discuss “Mentorship in Music,” and the important role that singers take in 
guiding and supporting the next generation of artists. Join us for this chat live at 
idagio.com or via Facebook; the conversation will remain online following the initial 
stream. 

Recent episodes can be enjoyed via the following links: 

“The View from the Middle” (Soprano & OfP Ambassador Golda Schultz, Shirley 
Thomson & Iarlaith Carter - HarrisonParrott) 

“Perspectives from the Podium” (Conductors panel featuring OfP Ambassador Lidiya 
Yankovskaya, John Axelrod & Roderick Cox) 

“A New Development Path for Opera in the Middle East” (OfP co-founder Paolo 
Petrocelli, Soprano & Ambassador Zeina Barhoum, Soprano & Global Connections 
Artist Sawsan Al-Bahiti) 

Summer Activities 

Opera for Peace Co-founder & General Director, Julia Lagahuzère and Jenna Wolf, 
Development & Communications Consultant, participated in panel discussions for 
emerging artists from Ópera Latinoamérica’s Escena program. 

Tenor & OfP Ambassador Brian Jagde mentored emerging artists through Ópera 
Latinoamérica’s Escena program, providing online lessons and career advice to two 
singers.  

http://idagio.com
http://idagio.com
https://www.facebook.com/idagioofficial/
https://app.idagio.com/live/event/opera-for-peace-connections-the-view-from-the-middle
https://app.idagio.com/live/event/opera-for-peace-connections-the-view-from-the-middle
https://app.idagio.com/live/event/opera-for-peace-connections-perspectives-from-the-podium
https://app.idagio.com/live/event/opera-for-peace-connections-perspectives-from-the-podium
https://app.idagio.com/live/event/opera-for-peace-connections-a-new-development-path-for-opera-in-the-middle
https://app.idagio.com/live/event/opera-for-peace-connections-a-new-development-path-for-opera-in-the-middle
https://app.idagio.com/live/event/opera-for-peace-connections-a-new-development-path-for-opera-in-the-middle


Soprano & OfP Advisor Sumi Jo was joined by two young artists for a concert hosted 
by Opera for Peace partner, the Lerici Music Festival, and were accompanied by LMF 
Music Director Gianluca Marcianò. 

Tenor & OfP Ambassador René Barbera has worked with boy soprano Hakim Hawi this 
summer as part of the Amman Opera Festival’s educational program & e-learning 
scholarship initiative.  

Recent Press 

Opera Magazine - September 2020 feature (written by John Allison)  

Forum Opéra interview with Luca Pisaroni (written by Audrey Bouctot) 

La Nazione Feature - Lerici Music Festival collaboration  

Global Connections 

Continuing the development of our Global Connections program, to associate 
exceptional collaborators with our worldwide mission, and this time focusing on China, 
Opera for Peace is pleased to announce a partnership with Chinese-American 
conductor Xian Zhang. Zhang is currently Music Director of the New Jersey Symphony 
Orchestra, Principal Guest Conductor of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and 
Conductor Emeritus of the Orchestra Sinfonica di Milano Giuseppe Verdi. 

"As a conductor, I hope to deliver performances that unite audiences and players 
within a shared experience. The work which Opera for Peace does is crucial in 
bridging such barriers. Not only does it connect musicians and audiences from different 
generations and cultures, but it actively embraces the diversity. I am thrilled to be a 
part of this exciting cultural movement that provides a global, inclusive, and creative 
platform for the upcoming generation of opera singers.” - Xian Zhang 

https://www.opera.co.uk/issues/september-2020/
https://www.forumopera.com/actu/luca-pisaroni-le-retour-a-la-normale-prendra-des-mois
https://www.lanazione.it/la-spezia/cronaca/alexey-shor-ospite-al-lerici-music-festival-1.5381063
https://www.lanazione.it/la-spezia/cronaca/alexey-shor-ospite-al-lerici-music-festival-1.5381063


New Partner Organizations 
  
Corporación Cultural Intercolombia, Colombia  
Festival Internacional de Música Sacra de Bogotá    
IDAGIO  
Le concours Voix des Outre-Mer, working with 12 territories: la Guadeloupe, la Guyane, 
la Martinique, La Réunion, Mayotte, La Nouvelle-Calédonie, La Polynésie française, 
Saint-Barthélemy, Saint-Martin, Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon, les Terres Australes et 
Antarctiques Françaises et les îles de Wallis-et-Futuna 
Lerici Music Festival  
North-West University, South Africa  
Opera Futura  
Opera Italiana is in the Air  
Performance Arts Lab 
Teatro de la Maestranza, Spain 

For Press, Media & other inquiries, contact Jenna Wolf at jwolf@operaforpeace.org 

or +1 (636) 485-9689 

http://www.intercolombia.org
http://www.festivalmusicasacra.com
https://www.idagio.com
https://voixdesoutremer.com
https://lericimusicfestival.com/
http://humanities.nwu.ac.za/music
https://www.operafutura.org/
https://www.operaitalianaisintheair.com/
https://www.performanceartslab.com
https://www.teatrodelamaestranza.es

