
OPERA FOR PEACE - A NEW AMBITION FOR OPERA 

Opera for Peace – Leading Young Voices of the World, is a passion project born of the 
conviction that the current system needs re-invention. New ideas and priorities are necessary if opera, 
and culture as a whole, is to flourish. We are a new movement for global change, inspiring thousands 
to join our vision built upon the values of belief and trust in our youth, inclusion, diversity, equality, 
social justice, excellence, sustainability, affordable and accessible education as well as equal 
opportunities. We have developed into the largest worldwide reference organization for young 
singers. We identified that artists wanted to better relate to the world in which we all live in, and that a 
charter of social progress values needed to be outlined for our industry to reflect global trends. In light 
of current world events, it is even more urgent to find less traditional partnerships and to give our 
artists the best chance to be financially supported in new ways.  

OUR NETWORK 

In this context, propelled by the wish to create a better future, an increasing number of high-level 
artists have joined our network: tenor René Barbera and sopranos Elsa Dreisig and Joyce El-Khoury, 
bringing the list of Ambassadors to 22 exceptional artists. 

Our new Advisors are Fabio Luisi, conductor, Sondra Radvanovsky, soprano, and Ludovic Tézier, 
baritone. They join founding Advisors Thomas Hampson, baritone, and Sumi Jo, soprano. 

Maestro Fabio Luisi says: “I strongly support all initiatives taken by Opera for Peace. Especially in this 
time of struggle and sorrow we can even better understand how important it is to create connections 
and help for all young artists involved in opera productions, especially singers, coaches and conductors. 
Opera for Peace, with the endorsement of established artists in this field, aims to be a platform of 
providing them advice in everything concerning their future professional life.”  

Sondra Radvanovsky lends her valued support: ”In an ever-changing world, music, and opera in 
particular, is a universal language – crossing borders and cultures – a language everyone can 
understand and interpret in their own, unique way. My hope is that, through both my words as well as 
my singing, together with Opera for Peace, opera will not only survive but thrive.”  

Ludovic Tézier shares his convictions: “Opera for Peace serves today’s generation of artists who are 
born under unfavourable auspices. Its ambition, in terms of its creation and the support it provides, is 
therefore more than laudable. If I fi rmly believe that opera is part of human peace, as well as universal 
peace, I believe in "Opera for Peace" which aims in providing young artists with the very help this peace 
can provide, as well as the means of sharing with one and all.” 

http://www.apple.com


At this time we have also developed our Partner network to expand our already exemplary list:  

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis; Heidelberger Frühling Lied Akademie; Festival Suoni dal Golfo Lerici; 
Lviv National Opera; Teatro Regio di Parma; National Opera Studio; National Student Opera Society; 
Opéra Nice Côte d'Azur; The Opera Story, London; Théâtre du Capitole de Toulouse; Ulster Orchestra; 
Internationale Opernwerkstatt Waiblingen; University of Cape Town Opera School; Elena Obraztsova 
International Competition of Young Vocalists. 

NEW PROGRAMS & INITIATIVES   

Opera for Peace gives young artists access to the highest level training available through coaching, 
exchanges, masterclasses, residencies and international artistic projects. In order to develop this 
mission we have inaugurated a new program called Opera for Peace Emerging Artists comprised of 
12 graduates from around the world that represent some of the brightest young talent in our industry.  

We provide them with exceptional personalized one-on-one mentorship from our Ambassadors and 
Advisors, special performance opportunities in collaboration with our partners, and much more: 

Raehann Bryce-Davis, mezzo-soprano (Graduate of Manhattan School of Music);  

Clelia Cafiero, conductor (Graduate of Conservatorio di Milano);  

Alec Carlson, tenor (Alum of Lyric Opera of Chicago ~ Ryan Opera Center);  

William Guanbo Su, bass (Houston Grand Opera Studio);  

Marie Jacquot, conductor (Graduate of Universität für Musik und darstellende Kunst, Vienna);  

Victoria Karkacheva, mezzo-soprano / Andrei Kymach, baritone (Alumni of the Bolshoi Theatre 
Young Artist Program, Moscow);  

Gabriella Reyes, soprano / Meigui Zhang, soprano (Alumni of Lindemann Artist Program ~ The 
Metropolitan Opera);  

Leonardo Sánchez, tenor (Alum of the Opernhaus Zürich International Opera Studio);  

Chuma Sijeqa, bass-baritone (Alum of the Royal Opera House ~ Jette Parker Program and currently at 
the Guildhall School of Music & Drama, London);  

Hongni Wu, mezzo-soprano (Alum of the Royal Opera House ~ Jette Parker Program) 

As part of the program celebrity fashion stylist Harold James will empower our Emerging Artists 
uncovering their inner beauty through bespoke advisement on their personal style and branding.  



Opera for Peace’s latest creative initiative is called Global Connections, which will associate 
exceptional collaborators with our worldwide mission. Our Affi liate Artist, Sawsan Al-Bahiti, soprano, 
is the first opera singer from Saudi Arabia, whose artistic evolution we will support through access to 
our network. Opera for Peace are committed to developing and promoting opera in the Arabic 
language, and have just confirmed a long-term collaboration with Iraqi composer Qoutayba Ahmed 
Neaimi, and Belgian Librettist Judith Adler de Oliveira. Their future projects include the following 
works: Sables (Sands) ~ a bilingual opera with a Franco-Arabic libretto around the encounter between 
Occident and the Middle East. Confluences ~ a vibrant musical tribute to the founding civilisations of 
the Middle Eastern and Occidental worlds, and both a homage to the victims of intolerance, and an 
apology for peace and mutual understanding. The world premiere is announced to take place at the 
Boulez Saal in Berlin, later in 2020.  

OPERA FOR PEACE DURING THE COVID CRISIS 

Throughout the current pandemic, and for the future, we have accordingly adapted our efforts to 
online platforms, including remote lessons and coaching for young singers, starting in the Middle East. 

Staying in touch is increasingly important and we have further developed our Ambassador Talks so 
artists can share career guidance and valuable insights on the opera industry. This initiative started in 
early 2020 with: Anthony Roth Costanzo, countertenor for San Francisco Opera’s Adler Fellows 
(January 17th); Lawrence Brownlee, tenor for Houston Grand Opera’s Studio Artists (January 23rd); 
Golda Schultz, soprano for Cape Town Opera Young Artists (February 5th); and Jakub Józef Orliński, 
countertenor for Opernhaus Zürich’s Young Artists (February 23rd). 

We continue this month with: 

Brian Jagde, tenor - ROH Jette Parker Young Artist Program: Thursday, May 14th 

Nicole Car, soprano, Etienne Dupuis, baritone - Guildhall School of Music & Drama Students: 
Wednesday, May 13th / National Opera Studio (London): Monday, May 18th 

Luca Pisaroni, bass-baritone, Teatro Regio di Parma ~ Thursday, May 20th 

We are especially proud to collaborate with Lenny’s Studio and bass-baritone & founder Ryan 
McKinny on #KeeptheMusicGoing, a series of videos featuring artists performing from home. Keep 
the Music Going strives to raise donations and awareness for the relief funds that are directly 
supporting solo musicians and other artists in the midst of the pandemic.  

For Press, Media & other inquiries, contact Jenna Wolf at jwolf@operaforpeace.org                          
or +1 (636) 485-9689
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